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Finding a place to live in Boston
We are very happy that you will be joining us here in 
Boston! The International Student Success Program at 
UMass Boston looks forward to meeting you, getting to 
know you and helping to ensure that your study experience 
here is a successful and enjoyable one. With that said, 
and with all the studying that university entails, let’s 
make one aspect a little easier by helping you choose your 
accommodation when you arrive in Boston. 

Welcome!
Housing options
The following are the most 
common options used by  
our students:

Homestay: Global Immersions

Peninsula Apartments

Harbor Point on the Bay



Homestay: Global Immersions
Homestays provide international students 
comfortable housing with an American 
family at an affordable price. Locations 
are always in safe urban and suburban 
neighborhoods in and around Boston. 
Homestays are the recommended choice 
for students. Benefits of staying in a 
homestay include:

 ■ Flexibility: students can stay as long or 
as little as they want, with a minimum 
of two weeks stay.

 ■ Affordability: the fee provides a 
private room with a private bathroom 
(where available), furniture, laundry, 
internet and a meal plan. Please visit 
internationalumb.com/accommodation 
for pricing.

 ■ Cultural immersion: students will be 
able to practice their English and gain 
cultural understanding living with an 
American family.

 ■ Easy and quick to arrange: students can 
submit a homestay application up to one 
week before arriving in Boston.

 ■ Extra time to meet people: once 
students make friends in the ISSP, they 
can move in with their friends into an 
apartment of their choice. 

 ■ The ISSP at UMass Boston preferred 
homestay provider is Global 
Immersions. Visit globalimmersions.com 
for more information and to fill out an 
online application.

While we assist with securing 
accommodations at Peninsula 
Apartments and Harbor Point 
Apartments, if you choose not to 
live in one of those two locations, 
you will be responsible for 
contacting prospective roommates, 
landlords or providers of short-term 
accommodation directly. Students 
who are moving to Boston to 
attend the university should 
make their housing arrangements 
at least two to three months in 
advance of their arrival date.

http://internationalumb.com/accommodation 
http://globalimmersions.com


Peninsula apartments
Live by the sea at The Peninsula, Boston’s 
newest waterfront high-rise apartment 
complex. Conveniently located directly 
opposite from campus, it’s a short walk 
to class and to the subway and only 
minutes to downtown Boston. There is no 
furniture in Peninsula apartments.

 ■ Studio, one, two or three bedroom 
apartments available

 ■ Please visit internationalumb.com/
accommodation for pricing

Documents needed for application

 ■ University acceptance letter
 ■ A copy of I-20 form 
 ■ Copy of student’s passport
 ■ US$500 hold deposit (applied to first 

month’s rent)
 ■ First month + last month + security 

deposit (each is equivalent to one 
month’s rent)

 ■ Full deposit must be paid by each student 
(even when sharing an apartment)

 ■ Certified bank checks or  
money order only

FAQs
How long does it take for my file to 
be approved?

Approvals can take anywhere from 
48 hours to 14 days. It is essential that 
applicants hand in their paperwork as 
quickly as possible. All paperwork is due 
to the office within seven days of leaving 
a deposit or the apartment is put back on 
the market.

After I receive approval, when 
should I sign my lease?

Once an applicant receives notification 
that their file has been approved, they 
must sign their lease within 10 days. 
For any out-of-state or out-of-country 
applicants, management can email the 
lease to be signed electronically. However, 
management encourages all approved 
applicants to sign the lease in their 
office so that their staff may answer any 
questions that arise. 

What deposits are due when I sign 
my lease?

If you are a student, you will have to pay 
first month’s rent (minus the US$500 
deposit), a security deposit and you must 
prepay your last month’s rent.

What payment types are accepted?

Peninsula accepts all debit cards, 
personal checks and money orders. At the 
lease signing, however, first month, last 
month and security deposit must be paid 
by a bank check or money order. ISSP staff 
can help you set up a local bank account 
during orientation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What happens when I show up to 
move in?

The first thing that a new resident should 
do is visit the management office to pick 
up their keys (if they haven’t already 
received them). Secondly, the resident 
should back their truck/car into the 
receiving area. The receiving doors will 
be open and during regularly scheduled 
move times, the elevators will be locked 
out to ensure a smooth move process. 
Please check the Peninsula website 
peninsula-apts.com for management 
office hours.

 ■ We strongly recommend 
submitting documents and 
deposits two months prior  
to arrival.

 ■ For students under 18 years of 
age, parents will be required to 
sign the lease. This can be done 
via email. Parents are not required 
to be in Boston to sign the lease.

 ■ All lease holders are collectively 
and individually responsible for the 
provisions of the lease, including 
entire month’s rent payments.

 ■ All applicants will undergo a credit 
and criminal background check.

 ■ ISSP can assist, but does 
not guarantee placement, as 
placement is based on availability.

http://internationalumb.com/accommodation
http://internationalumb.com/accommodation
http://peninsula-apts.com
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Harbor Point apartments
Harbor Point on the Bay offers spacious 
and luxurious apartments along the coast 
of Boston Harbor. Across the street from 
UMass Boston, Harbor Point is the most 
affordable option close to campus. Should 
you choose to live here, the ISSP at UMass 
Boston staff is happy to assist you and 
arrange roommates. There is no furniture 
in Harbor Point apartments. For more 
information or to apply, please contact 
studentsuccess@internationalumb.com.

 ■ one- and two-bedroom  
apartments available

 ■ For pricing, please visit 
internationalumb.com/accommodation

Documents required for 
application:
 ■ Harbor Point rental application
 ■ Copy of student’s UMass Boston I-20
 ■ Copy of student’s passport
 ■ Students under 18 must have a parent 

sign application and passport copy
 ■ Must have someone over 18 signing the 

lease in person
 ■ First month + last month + security 

deposit + (each equivalent to one 
month’s rent) + lock change fee

 ■ Full deposit must be paid by  
each student

 ■ Certified bank check or money orders 
only. Harbor Point does not accept cash 
or credit cards

FAQs
Who resides at Harbor Point?

There are families, students and working 
professionals, just like any other 
neighborhood in Boston. ISSP students as 
well as all other residents living at Harbor 
Point are located throughout the entire 
community depending on what’s available 
at the time of application.

How safe is Harbor Point?

Harbor Point is just like any other 
community in Boston. There are certain 
things in place in order to ensure safety 
(gated property, key-accessible buildings, 
tenants’ criminal background and credit 
check and 24/7 security police patrols).

Will my rent change after I move in?

Once you sign a lease and move in, the 
rent will not change for the lease period 
(one year). However, at the end of the 
lease term, the rent may vary depending 
on the current market conditions. In 
any case, you will receive a letter at least 
three months before the end of your lease 
indicating the rent change (if any) and 
asking if you will be renewing your lease 
for another year. 

I currently live in Harbor Point and I want 
to move out now, but my lease is expiring 
in three months. What should I do?

Please speak directly with the Leasing 
Director at Harbor Point for all your lease 
questions as moving out ahead of time 
will have serious adverse consequences 
for all leaseholders.

Can I sublet my apartment?

With the agreement of everyone on the 
lease you may be able to change names 
on the lease through the leasing office. 
Please remember that as leaseholders, you 
and your roommate will be individually 
and collectively responsible for the full 
amount of rent for the 12-month lease 
that you initially sign. Please contact 
the leasing office for more information 
regarding to the roommate changes.

 
 
 
 
 
 

Can I replace my roommate who moved 
out with anyone I would like?

You can replace a roommate who moves 
out with anyone who qualifies to be a 
leaseholder. The new roommate will 
first need to be approved by the leasing 
office. Please contact the ISSP Student 
Experience Specialist for assistance in 
finding a new roommate. 

Additional housing options
Elena M. Lau is a multilingual realtor with 
Union Real Estate and has access to a 
database of rental properties available in 
the market.

Elena Lau 
elena@unionrealestatellc.com 
unionrealestatellc.com

http://internationalumb.com
mailto:admissions%40internationalumb.com%20?subject=
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